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Forest Hills Recreation Board Minutes 

October 3, 2011 

 

Attendance:  Barry Layton, Cheryl Finlay, Ed Galloway, Tony Odorisio, Melissa Bell, Kevin 

Patterson 

Absent: David Fink 

Others:  Steve Karras 

I. Welcome 

Records indicate that Oksana Linsuan never officially joined the board. There are 

currently two vacant positions on the Board. Bell was going to invite Eric Platt to attend 

a future meeting. 

 

II. Approval of Previous Meeting Meetings from September 13, 2011 

 Moved by Finlay; seconded by Odorisio. 

 

III. President’s Report (Barry Layton) 

Layton met with Steve Morus recently to discuss the direction of the Recreation Board. 

The focus of the board has changed depending on the direction of Council. When a full-

time marketing and events coordinator was hired, the job entailed overseeing many 

activities the board at one time had responsibility of, such as evaluating pool staff. The 

current job description includes training, supervising and evaluating pool staff, which 

makes it clear that this is not a board function. Further, the borough lawyer has 

indicated that the Board cannot legally see evaluations anyway. So the Recreation Board 

does not currently evaluate any Borough employees. It should also be noted that the 

full-time position came about exactly because of such recommendations from members 

of prior Recreation Boards.  

In speaking with Morus, Layton asked what exactly then the Board is supposed to do 

and how could the board be more effective. It was expressed to Morus that when the 
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Board speaks with one voice with an opinion or recommendation that individual 

members of the Board should not be singled out; Morus agreed.  

In order to evaluate and suggest alternatives to pricing models, the Board will ask Cindy 

Simm to provide expense and revenue data, such as number of pool and tennis 

members, fees charged, etc.  

 

IV. Marketing and Events Director’s Report (Cindy Simm) 

Data the board sought at the last meeting was provided, including a copy of an Analysis 

of Revenues and Expenditures which included tennis, pool, and recreational classes. The 

Board seeks further information on how many pool passes were sold, what type, how 

many individuals attended the pool, how many days was the pool opened, what are the 

wages of the instructors and coaches, etc. 

 

V. Tennis Report (Cheryl Finlay) 

Noted that the courts remain in horrible physical condition; no repairs were evidently 

made this past summer. Karras asked for information to be sent to him regarding the 

USTA matching fund program for repairs/resurfacing. One bank of lights is off again.  

 

VI. Parks Report (Barry Layton) 

New Propel school in Braddock Hills submitted payment for park permit on Mon-Wed 

from 3:30-5:30 pm during the fall months for an ultimate Frisbee program. 

 

VII. Pool/Swim Team Report (Ed Galloway) 

The swim team should learn at the October 4 meeting of the ESA whether we will host 

the Championship meet next summer for Division II. 
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VIII. Old Business 

Reminder that the Adult Fall Fest for adults in Forest Hills is scheduled for Saturday, 

November 5 from 7-10 PM at the pool lodge. Admission will be $10 per person with all 

donations to benefit the pool. We will meet at 2 pm that day to set up the lodge; board 

members divvied up tasks to accomplish to promote and prepare for the event.  

 

IX. New Business 

Local Brownie troop is seeking possible meeting space; could the Borough provide such 

space? 

Board recommends the sign at the pool be changed to reflect the upcoming hayride on 

October 15, followed by advertising the Adult Fall Fest.  

X. Adjorn 

Moved by Finlay; seconded by Bell. The next meeting will be on Monday, November 7 at 

7:00 PM at the Borough Building. 


