
Forest Hills Recreation Board Minutes 

June 6, 2011 

 

Attendance:  Barry Layton, Cheryl Finlay, David Fink, Ed Galloway, Kim Hall, Tony Odorisio 

Absent: Melissa Bell, Oksana Linsuain 

Others:  Cindy Simm, Markus Erbeldinger 

 

I. Welcome 

Kevin Patterson joined Recreation Board but was not present at this meeting. 

 

II. Approval of Previous Meeting Meetings from May 2, 2011 

 Moved by David Fink; seconded by Cheryl Finlay. 

 

III. President’s Report (Barry Layton) 

 Barry said that anytime we have an issue with the tennis court lights (or other 

recreational property issues) we can contact Jim Theilacker directly and do not need to wait for 

an official meeting to recommend action. Barry expressed concern that Oksana has not been 

present for several meetings in a row and how this impacts our work regarding the tennis 

courts and joining the USTA. Also as a new member, Kevin Patterson has not attended the 

meetings yet. [A day after this meeting, Kevin contacted Ed about his absence and is planning 

on attending future meetings; Barry will also take time to speak with Kevin.] 

 

IV. Pool/Swim Team Report (Ed Galloway) 

 Swim team registration is underway; to date we have fewer kids/families joining this 

year but we still have another week to register swimmers. Evening practices started. The new 

PA system was completely installed and is working great. The Borough paid for the entire cost 

as bid by Swissvale Music; the swim team decided to add one more speaker and paid for this 

additional cost. Music is being played over the system (radio station 3WS) throughout the day 



and weekends; no music will be played every other Saturday to accommodate those who prefer 

not to listen to music while they swim. We were saddened to learn of the news at Rosedale 

Beach Club regarding the drowning of an 11-year-old boy. This prompted a discussion about our 

pool staff and parents being vigilant about watching our kids while in the pool. Together we 

share this responsibility to make sure our kids are safe. Markus (Council member) suggested 

that the swim team should not have to pay a rental fee to use the lodge/pool for its annual 

parent orientation/pizza party. Other swim organizations (eg Synchro) do not rent the facility 

for its annual show or pizza party. He asked the Recreation Board to consider making a 

recommendation to Council regarding this issue. After deliberation, the following 

recommendation was unanimously made:  

This recommendation was unanimously supported by six voting members present at the 
FHRB meeting on June 6, 2011. It pertains to the use of the lodge/pool by the Forest Hills 
Swim Team for their annual parent orientation/pizza party night.  
 
The recommendation is as follows:  
 
“The Forest Hills Recreation Board recommends that the Borough of Forest Hills Council 
waive costs associated with the Forest Hills Swim Team renting the lodge/pool for their 
annual parent orientation/swim party that occurs on the first home swim meet (Tuesdays) 
during the 2011 and following seasons.”  
 
This recommendation is based on the board's conclusion that the abovementioned event is 
comparable to other minor events held by other Borough-sponsored organizations that are 
not charged for their use of the lodge. The board notes that the Forest Hills Swim Team 
inherently generates revenue for the pool through pool pass sales, club membership fees, 
and its positive contribution to the general reputation of the pool and of the Borough.  
 
It should be noted that the aforementioned event occurs in the evening after the pool is 

closed. The swim team would continue to be required to pay a fee to rent the pool/lodge 

for the entire day (a Saturday) to host the annual ESA Championship Meet, which requires 

closure of the pool to the public, and/or for their end-of-year banquet. 

 

V. Tennis Report (Oksana Linsuain) 

 None. 

 

 

 



VI. Parks Report (Barry Layton) 

 A dog park is currently being considered behind the Westinghouse Lodge. Decisions of 

the feasibility of this will be made upon completion of an engineering report by the Borough. 

Meanwhile a temporary dog park is currently available in the park along Avenue L. There are 

strict restrictions on use. 

 

VII. Marketing and Events Director’s Report (Cindy Simm) 

 Mark Paull will be donating new tennis nets for the courts. Cindy asked if we had made 

a decision on the date for the Fall Fest (see below). The pool plus membership packets were 

very successful. To date they brought in $6770. David mentioned that next year we need to 

review the packages because there was no real decrease in the cost of guest passes even 

though more could be purchased at different membership tiers. The Pool Fundraising Letter 

was published again in the summer issue of the TCT.  

 

VIII. Old Business 

 We decided to hold the Fall Fest on Saturday, Nov. 5 at the pool lodge. All adults are 

welcome to attend. 

 

IX. New Business 

 Tony discussed the desire to create a social media site for the Recreation Board 

modeled on ones he has seen elsewhere. This would allow instant communication to Borough 

residents about events and activities happening in the community. Cindy asked that a formal 

proposal be submitted to the Borough Manager for consideration. 

 

X. Adjorn 

 Moved by Finlay; seconded by Fink. 

 

The next meeting will be on August 1 at 7:00 PM at the pool. 


