
Forest Hills Planning Commission  
 

MINUTES OF 01/30/13 
 

COMMISSION MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Norm Keller, Doug Philp, Scott 
McGraw and Lisa Michel 
Solicitor - Krista Staley 
 
Absent: Bob Thompson, Marilyn Gelzhiser, Steve Greenberg 
Meeting started at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Minutes of the prior meeting were approved. 
 
 
Also present: Russ Raisig property owner and Andrew Novak, the architect presented the 
drawings and proposed addition of a pantry. 
Mr. McGraw moved to support the zoning variance based on the modest encroachment 
on the requirement and although a different non-conformity, there is a long present 
encroachment on the setback by the auxiliary structure.  Second by Ms. Michel and 
approved unanimously. 
 
Scaretti zoning matter of the boundary line on the shared wall had been previously heard 
by this body and believed to have been noted in the minutes as having been approved. 
 
James Price from PennFuture appeared with regard to the Solar Energy Standards. 
 
The Commission reviewed the ordinance and made several recommendations as to the 
optional items and with regard to items that did not have limitations. 
 
Ground Mounted Systems, Section 8, we recommend that a height restriction of 12’ be 
added. 
 
Add‐ons to the ordinance: 
Impervious surface Definition the board recommends against this provision and it not be 
adopted. 
Underground wiring 6.2.a. is recommended to avoid unsightly wiring. 
Section 9 Screening and Visibility optional add‐on, the board declines the add‐on as drafted but 
recommends that the equipment be set back 5’ from the edge of the roof so that it conforms 
with the UCC.         
 
Grandfather clause in the model is recommended: if the non‐conformity is existent and it 
doesn’t exacerbate the non‐conformity. 
 
Strike the provisions for the zoning officer to make an administrative exception on non‐
conformities section 11.1 . 
 



The ordinance will not apply to panels that do not exceed 1 kilowatt send  not to exceed 6 
square feet. 
 
Prohibition of signage is recommended and add language regarding vacation. 
Also recommendation that property owners obtain a solar radiation easement. 

 
Ms. Staley will compose the revised ordinance for review and enactment.  
Next scheduled meeting: 7:30 pm February 27, 2013 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:55 PM 
 
Minutes by Lisa Michel  


