
Borough of Forest Hills      Next Ordinance: 998 
Public Session of Council      Next Resolution: 1094 
April 21, 2010 

 
Minutes 

 
Call to Order:       Mr. Porco 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:     Mayor O’Malley 
 
Roll Call:      
 
Mr. Belmonte                       Yes Mr. Porco                                     Yes 
Mr. Burleigh                         Yes Mayor O’Malley                            Yes 
Mr. Erbeldinger                    Yes Janet Sullivan, Tax Collector   Absent 
Mr. Karas                             Yes Steve Korbel, Solicitor                 Yes 
Mr. Tomasic                         Yes Paul Gaus, Engineer                   Yes 
Ms. Wood                  Arrived Late Steven Morus, Manager              Yes 
 
 
President’s Report:      Mr. Porco 
 
No report 
 
Mayor’s Report:      Mayor O’Malley 
 
Mayor O’Malley announced dates and times for various meetings and events upcoming. 
 
Tax Collector’s Report:     Ms. Sullivan 
 
No report 
 
Chief of Police Report:     Chief Williams 
 
Chief Williams presented his monthly report of activities. 
 
The chief discussed Mr. Karas’ concern about patrols at the Main Park and others. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report:       
 
No report 
 
Woodland Hills EMS Report:    Adam Knight 
 
No report 
 
Solicitor’s Report:      Steve Korbel 
 
Mr. Korbel noted several items on developments including the gas station, EPI Building 
and Rite Aid.  Still awaiting information from Rite Aid’s attorneys on the sign variance. 
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Wilkinsburg Penn Joint Water Authority Report:  Ms. Broz 
 
Ms. Broz presented a monthly activity report. 
 
Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report   Stan Kabala, Duquesne   
          University 
 
A report on the activities of the Center for Environmental Research & Education of 
Duquesne University as part of the grant received by Wilkins Township, Penn Hills and 
Forest Hills from PA Department of Environmental Protection to conduct an inventory of 
municipal facilities. 
 
 
 
Public Comment – Agenda Items 
 
No public comment 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE    Mr. Belmonte 

 
Motion: Move to authorize the borough engineer to prepare and advertise 

specifications for paving the following streets or street segments under 
consideration for the 2010 paving program with the final determination of 
streets or segments to be paved subject to change depending on bids 
received and funds available: 

 
• Woodside Road from Cherry Valley to  Wilkins Road 
• Woodside Road from Wilkins Road to Greenwood Road 
• Woodside Road from Greenwood Road to Sylvan Road 
• Woodside Road from Sylvan Road to Hillcrest Road 
• Woodside Road from Hillcrest Road to Glasgow Road 
• Atlantic Avenue from Sumner Avenue to Lenox Avenue 
• Atlantic Avenue from Lenox Avenue to Marion Avenue 
• Cascade Road from Braddock Road to Newport Road 
• Cascade Road from Newport Road to Batavia Road 
• Cherry Valley Road from Sherwood Road to Forest Hills Rd 
• Cherry Valley Road from Forest Hills Road to Woodside Road 
• Elmore Road (north) from Dead end to Newport Road 
• Forest Hills Road from Cherry Valley to Niagara Road 
• Sumner Avenue from Atlantic Avenue to Decatur Avenue 
• Windsor Road slab replacement to be determined. 

 
Moved:    Mr. Belmonte 
Second:    Mr. Karas 
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Mr. Tomasic notes that Windsor will be discussed later. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 

  Mr. Porco  Yes 
  

 
Motion: Move to approve a resolution to authorize the borough manager to serve as 

the borough’s designee as “Applicant’s Agent” and sign all official documents, 
contracts and agreements with FEMA in connection with the recent snow 
emergency declaration. 

 
Moved:    Mr. Belmonte 
Second:    Mr. Erbeldinger 

 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 

  Mr. Porco  Yes 
 
Mr. Tomasic thanked the manager and staff in putting that together so that we are able 
to secure these dollars. 
 
Mr. Porco noted that we had outstanding emergency response from all our volunteers 
and employees during the emergency. 
 
General Report: 
 

1. The committee reviewed a list of jobs outstanding for the public works crew 
and discussed scheduling with the foreman. 

 
2. The engineer and foreman are reviewing a complaint from a Cascade Road 

resident regarding flooding problems at and near his home in the vicinity of 
Batavia and Ryan Glen Park to the intersection with Bevington Road.  They 
will respond to his concern after gathering information. 

 
3. The committee is considering approving the purchase of shared equipment by 

the Turtle Creek Valley Council of Governments that measures the reflectivity 
of street signs in order to meet new national sign requirements that will take 
effect beginning in 2011. 

 
4. The engineer noted that the asphalt remaining in the Koch Park parking lot 

should be milled out during the next paving program with a gravel lot installed 
in its place. 
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5. The foreman raised budget concerns regarding dollars left for vehicle repairs 

and overtime and asked the committee and council to consider 
reprogramming funds among other options. 

 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE     Mr. Erbeldinger 
 

Motion: Move to authorize borough office staff to sign and mail checks for routine 
monthly bills that involve the following services so as to avoid late fees 
with supporting documentation provided to council signers for review with 
all remaining checks: 

 
• Utilities (including gas, electric, water, phone, internet) 
• Insurances (including medical, life and liability) 
• Copier & Office Equipment Leases 
• Trash/Recycling (currently Waste Management) 
• Building Maintenance and Security (currently Cintas, Coverall 

and Omega)   
 

Moved:   Mr. Erbeldinger 
Second:    Mr. Burleigh 

 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 
  Mr. Porco  Yes 
 
Motion: Move to authorize the manager to prepare and advertise a request for 

proposals (RFP) for audit services.   
 

Moved:     Mr. Erbeldinger   
Second:    Mr. Burleigh 
 

Voice Vote – all in favor 
 

Devon Wood arrived at this time. 
 

General Report: 
 

1. The committee reviewed the cost of insurance services for various liability related 
polices that typically come due in April. 

 
2. The committee recommends prioritizing the list of capital improvements projects 

for 2010 in order to allocate available funds as follows without objection: 
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a.   Borough Building Roof Replacement 15,000  
b.   Walkway Improvements     5,000 (including Demmer steps) 
c.   Curb & Sidewalk Work (Public Works) 25,000  
d.   Swimming Pool - General Maintenance   1,777  
e.   Swimming Pool - Baby Pool Controller   1,500   
f.   Swimming Pool Vacuum System   1,800   
g.   Pool Shower Stalls - Ladies Locker Rm   1,900 

 
Total Cost of $51,977 for these projects with funds deducted from either 
walkway improvements or curb/sidewalk work or both if necessary to 
accomplish the other projects shown. 
 
Other capital projects in the capital improvements plan that are grant 
funded or that are continued from 2009 also remain as active in the 2010 
plan.  Descriptions of all these projects can be found in the 2010 Capital 
Improvements Plan on the borough website (www.foresthillspa.org) or by 
viewing a copy of the plan in the borough office or senior center library. 
 

3. The committee will review capital equipment in the plan with the public works 
foreman at the May public works committee meeting for possible inclusion in the 
2007 bond issue. 

 
4. Committee members along with the public safety committee are reviewing the 

one bid received for the old fire truck from John M. Callaghan, President of Great 
Lakes Fire Equipment Inc. from Gaines MI for $6,565. 

 
 
BOROUGH PROPERTY     Mr. Karas 

 
General Report: 

 
1. The manager reviewed the implementation of the recycling policy with committee 

members at the April meeting. 
 
2. Committee members reviewed the schedule for maintaining security and other 

lighting at the Forest Hills/Westinghouse Recreation lodge, grounds and parking 
lot with the foreman and recreation director and agreed to allow the schedule to 
remain as is.  Members also reviewed plans with the manager regarding use of 
grant funds to upgrade lighting in the parking lot (center pole, at the steps and 
handicapped ramp and at lot entrances and rows) and along Greensburg Pike 
where decorative lights may be placed and urged that the lights be LED type if 
available and affordable. 

 
3. Members received draft policies from Cindy Simm on non profits, additional 

rental package for facilities and outsourcing control of the pool concession stand 
for review.  Further discussion will take place at the May committee meeting. 
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4. The foreman is securing estimates for repairs needed to the bathroom floors at 
the senior center as well as other potential repairs to the ceiling. 

 
5. The committee directed staff and Mr. Tomasic to review the area behind the 

recreation center lodge grounds for adjustments to the fill area and the use of fill 
along with the walking paths there. 

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY      Mr. Tomasic 
 

Motion: Motion to authorize the solicitor to prepare and advertise an ordinance 
establishing a tow away zone at the corner of Ardmore and Sumner.  

 
Moved:  Mr. Tomasic 
Second:  Mr. Karas 
 
 
Mr. Porco is concerned that this will cause a situation that impacts the  
businesses. 
 
Mr. Tomasic comments that he spoke with the Chief and he thinks it is a  
good idea.  The intent is not to cause a major problem or difficulty but to  
simply keep the corner clear. 
 

Voice Vote – all in favor 
 
 

Motion: Motion to authorize staff to cancel the killed in service insurance policy 
currently held with MEIT (Municipal Employers Insurance Trust).  

 
Moved: Mr. Tomasic 
Second: Mr.Karas 

 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 

  Ms. Wood  Yes 
  Mr. Porco  Yes 

 
Motion: Motion to authorize the hiring of attorney Mike Palombo of the firm 

Campbell Durrant Beatty Palombo and Miller to assist the council 
negotiating team with negotiating police and non uniform contracts that will 
expire at the end of this year.   

 
Moved: Mr. Tomasic 
Second: Ms. Wood 



Borough of Forest Hills        Page 7 
Public Session of Council              
April 21, 2010 
 
 

 
Mr. Karas questioned the number of hours that may be allocated.  Mr. Tomasic 
commented that it is difficult to estimate and explained how things proceeded last time. 
 
Mr. Tomasic noted Mr. Palombo will also assist with civil service commission, testing, 
part time hires and temporary hires as part of this work. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 

  Ms. Wood  Yes 
  Mr. Porco  Yes 

 
Motion: Motion to authorize the solicitor to prepare and advertise an ordinance 

concerning the enforcement of snow removal violations and related 
activities.  

 
Moved:  Mr. Tomasic 
Second:  Mr. Burleigh 
 
 
Mr. Belmonte suggests getting the rotary or other service groups to help the  
older residents. 
 
Mr. Tomasic comments that there will be a meeting with the Chief and the  
public works department about the enforcement and also putting a plan  
together that might connect some church groups, boy scouts, etc. with the  
people.  The goal is to clear the sidewalks not to punish people. 
 

Voice Vote – all in favor 
 
 

Motion: Move to approve a letter of intent to the PA Governor’s Center for Local 
Government Services in order to join with Churchill, Wilkins and 
Edgewood in a study for joint police services. 

 
Moved: Mr. Tomasic 
Second: Mr. Erbeldinger 
 
Mr. Belmonte: comments that Edgewood Borough has passed a resolution 
to participate, Wilkins Twp has passed theirs pending Churchill’s and 
Forest Hills participation.  Churchill will look at this next month. 
 
Mr. Porco – would like to request Tom Ogden, Chief of Police for Carnegie 
Mellon University, to perform the study.  When Council put together a 
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search for chief we worked with Mr. Ogden. If the other municipalities are 
in agreement can we make this request? 
 
 Mr. Morus comments that the request can be put in the letter of intent.  
  

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 

  Ms. Wood  Yes 
  Mr. Porco  Yes 

 
General Report: 

 
1. The committee and the committee of the whole discussed an idea submitted by 

Mr. Karas regarding potential removal of street lights in various areas throughout 
the borough that may be redundant.  Members asked the police department night 
shift to review and recommend areas where there may be a duplication of lighting 
that could be affected. 

 
2. Members considered adjusting the way in which police officers handle traffic 

citations and hearings at the magistrate’s office by implementing a reader 
program in order to save overtime costs. 

 
  
OPERATIONS & POLICY     Ms. Wood  
 
Motion:  Move to approve the minutes from the March 17, 2010 council meeting. 
 

Moved:  Ms. Wood 
Second:  Mr. Tomasic 
 

Voice Vote – all in favor 
 

Motion: Motion to approve an agreement with IT consultant Mike Shafer that will 
renew the current agreement at the same cost ($400/month for agreed 
upon maintenance services plus $95/hr for additional services) with the 
addition of virus scanning and related services at no additional cost.   

 
Moved:  Ms. Wood 
Second:   Mr. Tomasic 

 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 
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  Ms. Wood  Yes 
  Mr. Porco  Yes 

 
Motion: Motion to approve the annual maintenance agreement with Software 

Systems for the Fundware accounting system at a cost of $2,598.75. 
 

Moved:  Ms. Wood 
Second:   Mr.  Burleigh 

 
Note:  This is one of two annual agreements for the Fundware system with 
the second agreement for upgrades and support from Blackbaud, the 
company that owns the Fundware software, to come later this year. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 

  Ms. Wood  Yes 
  Mr. Porco  Yes 

 
General Report: 
 

1. The manager reviewed the staff meeting procedures employed by he and 
borough staff each month, usually on the second Wednesday. 

 
2. The solicitor reviewed issues related to use of emails by members of council to 

ensure compliance with the Sunshine Act and state right to know law. 
 
3. The manager reviewed his recommendation on staffing adjustments in the main 

office with the proposed retirement of Bobbie McGreevy in July 2010. 
 
4. Beginning with this council meeting, the president of council is implementing a 

new policy on public comments taken at meetings.  The policy will be 
incorporated into council’s rules which will be reviewed at an upcoming 
committee meeting for subsequent review and approval by the full council. 

 
5. Borough Manager, Steve Morus noted that he has been asked to serve as the 

chair of the conference committee for the state manager’s association (APMM) 
conference in 2011.  He was also asked to serve as a mentor for a Master’s 
degree student from the University of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School of Public and 
International Affairs during the next year as part of their Leadership Portfolio 
Program.   He also serves as a mentor as part of the Smart Futures high school 
program. 

 
 
PLANNING & ZONING     Mr. Burleigh 
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Motion: Motion to authorize the solicitor to prepare and advertise one or more 

ordinances updating our ordinances under the UCC and property 
maintenance code.  

 
Moved:  Mr. Burleigh 
Second:  Ms. Wood 
 

Voice Vote – all in favor 
 
 

Motion: Motion to endorse the CDC’s plan and proposal to secure a variance to 
erect a park bench, seating area with decorative stone and planters in one 
space in the parking lot next to the old Brown building with funds raised by 
the Rotary, with the CDC and ultimately the borough entering into a long 
term lease for this space and adjoining building.  

 
Moved:  Mr. Burleigh 
Second:  Ms. Wood 
 
Mr. Tomasic inquires what building are we speaking of? 
 
Ms. Wood - old Beacon Auto Parts building which is for sale – the spot needs  
to be secured, a variance is needed and funding – the CDC did not want to  
pursue if the borough wasn’t on board with the project – a very minimal  
amount to lease – 30 plus year lease 
 
Mr. Porco – what are we endorsing, long term lease with who, what are the  
conditions and terms of the lease, we need more information and details  
before we proceed. 
 
Motion:  Move to table this motion. 
 

Moved: Mr. Tomasic 
Second: Mike Belmonte  

 
All in favor via voice vote. 

 
 

General Report: 
 

1. Members will discuss the borough’s code enforcement operations with code 
officer Ron Willard at the May committee meeting. 

 
2. CBS has confirmed receipt of the borough’s request to be involved in the 

remediation process at the old research center site. 
 
3. The CDC anticipates scheduling a ribbon cutting ceremony in the business 

district soon and asks that council and mayor be a part of the ceremony. 
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Old Business: 
 
Motion: Move to accept the bid of John Callaghan for the fire truck in the amount 

of $ 6,565. 
 

Moved: Mr. Tomasic 
Second: Mr. Burleigh 
 

Mr. Tomasic comments that the salvage and parts of the fire truck does not even add up 
to the $6,565 that is being offered. 
 
Ms. Wood – comments on donating the truck. 
 
Mr. Tomasic – required to have the truck certified when donating it, the cost to repair the 
ladder is $12,000. 
 
 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Belmonte  Yes 
   Mr. Burleigh  Yes 
   Mr. Erbeldinger Yes 
   Mr. Karas  Yes 
   Mr. Tomasic   Yes 

  Ms. Wood  Yes 
  Mr. Porco  Yes 

 
 
New Business: 

 
Mr. Belmonte comments that the Turtle Creek Valley COG meeting will be held 
tomorrow evening and one of the agenda items up for discussion is the COG  
becoming the Earned Income Tax Collector for the Southeast Region. 
 
Reminds everyone that the musical “ANNIE” opens this weekend at the high school. 
 
 

Public Comment – Other Items 
 
No public comment. 
 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD TO DISCUSS A PERSONNEL MATTER 
FOLLOWING THE MEETING. 
 

 
Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn or adjourn by acclamation 
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Moved:  Mr. Tomasic 
Second:  Mr. Karas 
 

Voice Vote – all in favor 
 
 
• Next Scheduled Council Meeting:  May 19, 2010  
 
• Next Scheduled Committee Meetings (order to be determined):  Tuesday, May 4, 

2010 (Public Safety, Public Works, Borough Property, Operations & Policy) and 
Thursday, May 6, 2010 (Planning & Zoning, Finance, Committee of the Whole). 

 


